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EASTER
WEEK

DEVOTIONAL

We hope you will share these stories as a family in the
week leading up to Easter and that it will be a powerful
time of connecting with Jesus. First, read the verse, then
use the devotional to connect yourself to the story.
Close in prayer together and thank Jesus for the gift of
eternal life with God.
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SUNDAY, APRILS5
PALM SUNDAY

Matthew 21:1-11

‘ Jesus was fulfilling an old testament prophecy by riding

a colt into Jerusalem.

Zechariah 9:9 "Your king has won a victory, and he is
coming to you. He is humble and rides on a donkey. He
comes on the colt of a donkey."

’ What is a prophecy? A prophecy is something God
revealed would happen before it actually happened.

Do you want to see some other old testament
prophecies that Jesus fulfilled? (Here are a few that
you can look up in your Bible: Micah 5:2, Isaiah 9:6,
|saiah 53:3)

’ The Jewish people thought that Jesus was coming to
be their earthly king, that he would overthrow the
Romans! But God had a very different plan for Jesus.
Sometimes God's plans don't make sense to us.

Can you share a time you couldn't figure out what God
was doing in your life but then you understood later?




MONDAY, APRIL 6

DAVIDIC COVENANT
2 Samuel 7:8-16

What do you know about King David?

God loved David so much, even though David didn't
always follow God, God loved David so much that He
made David a very special promise.

’ What do you think that teaches us about who God is?

Jesus fulfilled the Davidic covenant, which was a

promise God made to David that someone from his
family would rule over God's people forever.

Do you think the Jewish people were expecting
someone like Jesus? How do you think Jesus was
different from their expectations?

Can you think of a time where Jesus kept His promise
to you?




TUESDAY, APRIL7

PARABLES
Mark 4:30-32

When Jesus taught about the kingdom of God being
like a mustard seed, He was using a parable.

Do you know what a parable is? It is a short story
that uses an unrelated example to communicate a
’ truth. Jesus taught a lot using parables.

What are some other parables Jesus taught? (Here
are a few you can look up in your Bible: Matthew 13,
Matthew 20:1-16, Luke 15:11-32)

Jesus came to proclaim that the kingdom of God is
herel

As we think about what it means to be citizens of the
kingdom of God, How do you think we should live?
How should we treat other people? Who is our king?
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
PASSOVER

Exodus 12: 1-17

A long time before Jesus came, the Israelites were
slaves in Egypt when the passover happened. They
had been waiting for God to deliver them out of
slavery, but Pharaoh kept saying "no" when Moses
asked. After along time of waiting, God ultimately
freed the Israelites. They called this "Passover.”

How do you think it would have felt to wait on God?
Sometimes, God asks people to wait. And we can
all be very impatient!

Can you think of a time you were waiting on God to
answer a prayer?




THURSDAY, APRIL9
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Luke 22: 7-20

Jesus was celebrating Passover with His disciples.
Passover is a celebration Jewish people used to
remember when God saved the Israelites.

Throughout the Bible and throughout church history,
God's people gathered to celebrate God's faithfulness
over meals. What are some times we eat meals
together to celebrate?

We remember Jesus' words at the last supper every
time we take communion. Talk about what you do
when you take communion and what you remember
about Jesus.

Communion helps us remember that God gave up life
so that WE could live forever with God. When we
receive communion, we celebrate God's love for us
and our invitation to live with God forever.

Gather some bread and juice, and share communion as
a family and remember.




FRIDAY, APRIL10

GOOD FRIDAY
Matthew 26: 36-66

Before Jesus was arrested, He prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane. His prayer to God was full of sadness. He
knew that He was going to suffer and die, and even
though He had the power to change what was about to
happen, He didn't. Why not? What does that teach us
about Jesus and His love for us?

Judas was a disciple of Jesus who betrayed Jesus.
Later, we learn that Peter, another disciple, lied about
knowing Jesus three times! Even later, after Jesus rose
I again, His disciple Thomas doubted that Jesus was

alive again until he saw Jesus and felt His wounds.

These were men who gave up everything to follow
Jesus, and even they had trouble following Him and
believing Him. But Jesus and the Holy Spirit filled them
with belief.

Can you think of a time it was hard to follow Jesus?




SATURDAY, APRIL 11
HOLY SATURDAY

‘ Matthew 27:24-52

When Jesus died, He felt the sin of the world. Sin is
when we purposely do something that disrespects
God, others, or ourselves.

What does the Bible tell us that result of sin is? (Read
Romans 6:23)

¢

Sin leads to death. But God came to Earth and
overcame death and gave us the gift of life; eternal life
with God.

Read John 3:16-17 and reflect on its meaning.

’ Because we know that those verses are true, How
does that change how we live? How we interact with
other people? How we interact with God?




SUNDAY, APRIL 12

EASTER SUNDAY
Luke 24:1-1

When Jesus died, He felt the sin of the world. Sin is
when we purposely do something that disrespects
God, others, or ourselves.

’ What does the Bible tell us that result of sin is? (Read
Romans 6:23)

Sin leads to death. But God came to Earth and
overcame death and gave us the gift of life; eternal life
with God.

’ Read John 3:16-17 and reflect on its meaning.

Because we know that those verses are true, How
does that change how we live? How we interact with
other people? How we interact with God?
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