
Don’t wait for someone 
else to do what needs to 

be done.

One and Done
Let’s start this week off right by taking initiative. 

Pick three rooms in your house that can use some 

cleaning. Grab a timer and set it for one minute. 

Look around the room and take initiative by seeing 

what needs done and doing it until the timer runs 

out! Do this for each room you choose. If you don’t 

know what to do, ask an adult. Bonus points if you 

do more rooms! 

Look for ways that you can take initiative at 
home this week.  

Lift Off
Make a Paper Rocket

1. Grab a piece of paper and something to

write with.

2. Practice your verse aloud a few times, then

write this week’s verse on a piece of paper

and fold it into a paper rocket (airplane).

3. Send it into orbit!

Know that even though you are young you can 
help others in big ways.

Initiate Prayer
Go ask someone in your house to pray with you! It 

is always nice to pray with someone else. You can 

talk about what you would like to pray about or you 

can read the example verse below. 

“Dear God, I pray that we can work together to do 

the right thing. To see what needs to be done and 

do it. Give us opportunities to make a difference. 

Amen.”
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DAY

3

DAY

4
Bring Others In

Nehemiah saw what needed to be done and did 

it. He also brought others with him to help. Grab a 

friend or family member, think of something you 

can do for a neighbor, your community or a friend 

and do it together. Think of something small and 

simple that you can complete today! 

Ask God to show you other’s needs. 

DAY

2

Initiative is seeing what needs
to be done and doing it.

Read Galations 6:2
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Read Proverbs 6:6-8

This month is all about initiative which is 

seeing what needs to be done and doing it! 

Seeing a need is only half the battle. In order 

to show real initiative, we actually have to 

get busy and help! When it comes to showing 

initiative, we can’t wait for someone else to 

do what needs to be done. Even if it’s not your 

mess. Even if you have other more fun things 

to do. God wants you to see a need and do 

something to help.

Use the code below to find out what we’re 

learning about initiative this week.
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Read Galatians 6:2

Taking initiative requires seeing a need and 

doing something about it. When do you know 

someone is in need? As our verse describes, it 

might look like someone carrying something 

heavy or it just might be noticing when a 

friend needs extra encouragement to finish 

a math problem. Don’t wait for someone else 

to do what needs to be done. Take initiative to 

solve the problem.

In the spaces below, fill in how you could 

take initiative for each example:

Your teacher is getting ready to lead the 

class to the library with a mountain of book 

in his hands.

......................................................................................................................

Your grandparent just got back from the grocery 

store and all the groceries are on the counter.

......................................................................................................................

Your friend just found out they won’t be on the 

team they worked really hard to make.

......................................................................................................................

This week, continue to look for ways you 
can take initiative and care for someone.

DAY 2

Initiative is seeing what needs 
to be done and doing it.
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Don’t wait for someone 
else to do what needs 

to be done.

Read Nehemiah 2:4-5

When Nehemiah found out about the broken-

down walls and the situation happening 

in his hometown, he was sad and upset. 

He could have said, “I’m so sad to hear this 

news. I hope someone steps up to help.” But 

he didn’t. Nehemiah was brave enough to tell 

the king (his boss) what was happening. He 

had no idea how the king would respond. We 

know the rest of the story. The King agreed 

that he should go and even gave him what he 

needed so he could. Nehemiah didn’t wait for 

someone else to do what needed to be done. 

And you shouldn’t either.

Ask God to help you remove all the excuses 
when you see there’s a job to be done. 

Read 1 John 3:17

Have you ever watched a movie where 

someone needed help and people walked 

right by without helping? How did that make 

you feel? Were you frustrated? Maybe you 

even yelled at the screen, “Stop! That guy 

needs help!”

It’s pretty easy to point out when other 

people do this. But how about when it’s you? 

Are you tempted to sit back and let someone 

else deal with it?

When we see a job that needs to be done, the 

best thing we can do is to show initiative and 

help. And what’s even better, when you step 

forward to help, you show others God’s love 

for them. Pretty cool, huh?

Helping Hearts

1. Grab some paper and scissors.

2. Cut out several hearts.

3. When you see something that needs to 

be done or someone that needs help, 

step up!

4. Write down what you did or who you 

helped on each heart and stack them 

up somewhere in your room.

5. At the end of the week, read through 

your hearts and thank God for the 

opportunity to share His love with 

others.

DAY 3 DAY 4
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D
ay 5

W
hat around you need

s to b
e d

o
ne?

Today is action day! T
im

e to put all those 
prayers an

d plan
s in

to action
 an

d do 
w

hat n
eeds to be don

e. 
B

efore 
you 

get 
started, 

reread 
N

ehem
iah 1:1-2:18 an

d pay atten
tion

 
to the steps N

ehem
iah took . . . from

 
hearin

g about the problem
 an

d askin
g 

G
od an

d others for help, all the w
ay to 

form
ing a plan and putting it into action. 

T
hen w

rite out your ow
n version of these 

steps, an
d follow

 your plan
! 

A
n

d rem
em

ber, even
 if your frien

ds 
don’t follow

 through to help, you can
 get 

it done.  D
on’t w

ait for som
eon

e else to 
d

o w
h

at n
eed

s to be d
on

e!

D
ay 3

N
ehem

iah’s first resp
o

nse w
hen he 

heard ab
out p

eo
p

le suffering w
as to 

turn to G
o

d and ask fo
r help

. 

W
ho do you kn

ow
 that n

eeds help? 
Som

eon
e w

ho is sick or hurtin
g or 

lon
ely? O

r w
hat about a problem

 you see 
in your house, school or com

m
unity that 

n
eeds solvin

g?

N
ow

, use so
m

e of N
ehem

iah’s p
rayer 

as a m
o

d
el fo

r p
raying fo

r that friend 
o

r situatio
n. D

o
n’t fo

rget to
 ask G

o
d 

to
 show

 you how
 you can b

e a p
art of 

m
eeting that need

.

Lo
rd

, you are the G
o

d
 of heaven. You 

are a great and
 w

o
nd

erful G
o

d
. You 

keep
 the covenant you m

ad
e w

ith 

those w
ho

 love you and
 o

b
ey your 

co
m

m
and

m
ents. You show

 them
 your 

love. P
lease p

ay careful attentio
n to

 m
y 

p
rayer. S

ee how
                                      is 

suffering (o
r see how

                              ). 

P
lease listen to

 m
e. I’m

 p
raying to

 you 

d
ay and

 night. I’m
 p

raying fo
r 

                                     . Listen to
 the 

p
rayers of all of us. W

e take d
elight in 

b
ringing ho

no
r to

 your nam
e. G

ive m
e 

success to
d

ay w
hen I 

                                                                      

In Jesus’ N
am

e, I p
ray. A

m
en.
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R
ead N

ehem
iah 1:1-2:18

A
s you read

 N
ehem

iah 1:1-2:18, lab
el 

each p
aragrap

h in your B
ib

le w
ith the 

fo
llow

ing steps N
ehem

iah to
o

k as he 
show

ed
 initiative. (N

ote: S
o

m
e of these 

w
ill b

e used
 m

o
re than o

nce.)

1. 
Fo

rm
ing a p

lan

2. 
A

sking others fo
r help

3. 
H

earing ab
out the p

ro
b

lem

4
. 

P
utting p

lan into
 actio

n

5. 
C

hecking out the p
ro

b
lem

6. 
B

eing sad
 ab

out the p
ro

b
lem

7. 
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sking G
o

d
 fo

r help

N
ehem

iah heard about a big problem
 

that required a big solution
 but he didn’t 

w
ait for som

eone else to do w
hat n

eeded 
to be don

e!

D
ay 4

N
ehem

iah show
ed true initiative 

w
hen it cam

e to reb
uild

ing the w
all, 

b
ut he also reco

gnized he could
n’t 

go it alone.

T
hin

k back to the person
 or situation

 
you prayed about yesterday. H

ow
 could 

you lean
 in

to others for support as you
 

do w
hat n

eeds to be don
e? M

aybe you
 

don’t even know
 w

hat w
ould help. Find a 

frien
d or adult to brain

storm
 ideas w

ith. 
M

aybe you have a great idea already, but 
you n

eed frien
ds to put it in

to action
. 

O
r, m

aybe it’s som
ethin

g you can
 do on

 
your ow

n
, but you n

eed trusted frien
ds 

to pray for you.
Fin

d those frien
d(s) today an

d talk 
to them

 about w
hat’s goin

g on
 an

d get 
them

 involved. You’ll n
ot on

ly do w
hat 

n
eeds to be don

e, but you’ll be a blessin
g 

to others by lettin
g them

 be a part as 
w

ell!
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