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B I B L E  S T O R Y 

Jesus can help me 
choose gentleness.

JESUS AND THE 
LITTLE CHILDREN                      
MARK 10:13-16

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way 
and the truth and the life.’”       

JOHN 14:6, NIV 

K E Y  Q U E S T I O N

Who can help you do 
everything?

B O T T O M  L I N E

Jesus can help me do 
everything.

B A S I C  T R U T H

Jesus wants to be 
my friend forever. 
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M A D E  T O  M O V E 
an activity that uses a preschooler’s 

natural desire to move 
to help them learn

PRELUDE SOCIAL WORSHIP STORY GROUPS HOME

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

2. STOP AND GO
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O RY  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Jesus and Disciples” Activity Pages, 
cardstock, scissors, two jumbo crafts stick, and glue

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Copy “Jesus and Disciples” on 
cardstock and cut out; one set per group. Glue each picture 

on a craft stick.

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Gather the children in front of you as you hold the 
Jesus and disciples sticks. Take several steps away from the children. Tell the 
children that when you hold up the Jesus picture, they can GO towards you. 
When you hold up the disciples picture, they will STOP. Continue holding up 
the Jesus and disciples sticks until the children make it to you. When they make 
it to you, briefly review the story then play again. 

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  Talk about how Jesus was gentle with the children and 
that when Jesus is your friend forever, He can help you choose gentleness, too.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
B E F O R E  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “Hi, friends! Come stand with me. We’re going to 
play a stop and go game.”

D U R I N G  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “This is a picture of Jesus. (Hold up the Jesus 
picture.) When I hold up Jesus, that means ‘GO,’ and you can start walking 
to me. This is a picture of Jesus’ friends, the disciples. (Hold up the disciples 
picture.) When I hold up the disciples, that means ‘STOP,’ and you have to 
freeze in place. Let’s play!”

A F T E R  T H E  A C T I V I T Y:  “In our Bible story today, people brought their 
children to Jesus. When the disciples saw the children, they told them to go 
away. What did Jesus do? (Pause.) Yes! Jesus was gentle and told the disciples 
to let the little children come to Him. Jesus wants to be a friend forever to 
little children. And when Jesus is your friend forever, He can help you do 
everything—like choose gentleness. Who can help you do everything?  Jesus 
can help me do everything!”
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M A D E  TO  R E F L ECT   
an activity that encourages personal 

application and prayer
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

6. JOURNAL AND PRAYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” 
in your Bible at John 14:6; journal; a fun-shaped pen; 

“Now let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. (Hold 
journal and fun-shaped pen.) Now when I say your name, I will write it around 
Jesus, (draw Jesus) because Jesus wants all the little children to come to Him. 
Watch! (Say each child’s name as you write it down. Remember to print 
so the children can recognize their names and the letters.)

“Now all of your names are around the picture of Jesus! Would anyone like to 
pray before I pray?”

(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)

PRAYER
S G L :  “Dear God, thank You for giving [child’s name] Jesus to be [his/her] friend 
forever. Thank You for giving [child’s name] Jesus to be [his/her] friend forever. 
(Continue with each child.) Jesus is gentle and wants all the little children to 
come to Him. I pray that (name each child) will all choose to follow Jesus and 
be His friend forever. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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