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Emoji
Match

What You Need

	▢ “Emoji Match” Activity Page 
	▢ Avery® Labels #22807 or 
equivalent 

	▢ 8-ounce paper cups  

➀ What You Do

Before the Activity
1.	 Copy “Emoji Match” on label paper, two sets per Small Group. 
2.	 Place one sticker at the bottom of each cup. 
3.	 Arrange cups in a square formation, bottom side down, on the table.

During the Activity
1.	 Encourage children to turn over two cups at a time to try to make a 

match. 
2.	 Identify the emotion on each cup. 
3.	 When matches are made, stack them together and move them to the 

side. 
4.	 Review each emotion once all the cups have been matched. 
5.	 Reset and repeat as desired. 

After the Activity
Introduce the Bible Story.

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“Friends, come to the table and let’s play a matching game. On the 
bottom of each of these cups is an emotion sticker. (TURN A CUP OVER 
AND SHOW THEM.) We’ll take turns, and you’ll get to flip two cups over at 
a time to try to make a match.”

During the Activity
“Let’s get started. [CHILD’S NAME] flip over two cups. (PAUSE.) Great 
job! This is a [EMOTION] face, and this is a [EMOTION] face. Are they a 
match? (IF THEY ARE A MATCH, YOU CAN STACK THE CUPS AND SET THEM 
TO THE SIDE. IF NOT, FLIP THE CUPS OVER.) [CHILD’S NAME], your turn. 
(CONTINUE WITH EACH CHILD UNTIL ALL THE EMOTIONS ARE MATCHED. 
RESET AND REPEAT UNTIL ALL THE CHILDREN HAVE A TURN.) We made all 
the matches! Let’s look at all the emotions. (HOLD UP AND IDENTIFY EACH 
EMOTION.) Great job!”

After the Activity
“In our Bible Story today, we’ll hear about someone who was afraid. 
(HOLD UP THE AFRAID FACE CUP.) His name is Gideon. Let’s go hear all 
about it!”

Transition -> Move to Worship and Story by calling a child and 
asking them to show you an emotion on their face. “[CHILD’S 
NAME], can you make a happy face?”

Inclusive Pro Tips	

Pair children up to do the 
activity together. 

Start with the cups sticker 
side up and play the game by 
stacking the matches on top of 
each other. 
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